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LPF gathering:  For a number of years now, we’ve been 

hearing the suggestion that we should organize a gathering of 

LPF members to meet with one another, discuss issues and 

strategies, and strengthen our “fellowship.”   

Well, we have good news!  We have arranged for just such 

a gathering at one of the most beautiful locations we’ve ever 

seen – Seabeck Conference Center in Washington State.  It is 

located on the Hood Canal with the Olympic Mountains rising 

just on the other side.  Seabeck has workshop rooms of every 

size, as well as several larger meeting spaces.  It has modern 

dining facilities housed in a building featuring long, covered 

verandas looking out over the beautiful mountains, trees and 

water and various games and children’s activities.   

A number of Seattle area LPF members have for years 

attended the regional Fellowship of Reconciliation gathering at 

Seabeck.  You may recall that FOR helped LPF and a dozen 

other religious peace fellowships get started and has served as 

a communication link among such peace fellowships – from 

Baptist, Methodist, and Episcopal to Jewish, Buddhist, and 

Muslim!  In fact, we plan to piggy-back an LPF gathering on 

the next FOR Seabeck event, July 4th weekend, 2013.  

Doing so will allow us to benefit from the superb speakers, 

workshops, videos, and music that FOR assembles each year. 

It will also save us a lot of admin tasks like registration, so we 

can focus on making the most of this opportunity.  We’ll help 

select plenary speakers, have our own workshops & gathering 

times, while taking advantage of the occasion to mingle, learn, 

and share with people from FOR and other peace fellowships.   

If you are interested in attending or want more information, 

please contact Glen Gersmehl -- our national coordinator -- at 

ggersmehl@hotmail.com or call 206.349.2501. Come join us! 

 

Hunger outreach:  2011-12 has been an important year 

for working to help the U.S. hold on to the recent gains we’ve 

made in addressing both domestic and international hunger 

and poverty.  And it promises to be even more crucial this fall 

as those gains face their worst threat from Congress in years 

just when a devastating drought is set to drive up food prices 

everywhere.  The House version of the farm bill proposes deep 

cuts in world hunger programs – as well as in food stamps 

(SNAP) and aid to struggling rural communities in the U.S.  

LPF has a creative outreach project that can strengthen 

Lutheran leadership for such challenges. It was launched with 

a grant from Wheat Ridge Ministries with matching support 

from our members:  We have been extending ourselves to 

volunteers in food banks and meal programs, offering training, 

support and mentoring, and helping congregations make the 

most of their stories, insights, and advocacy help.   

We are eager to share what we have learned within LPF 

and more broadly. We’ve produced resources about engaging 

with homeless people, skills and perspectives that can help, 

and regular advocacy materials, as well as articles published in 

church newsletters and websites.  For further information, see  

www.lutheranpeace.org  elca.org/hunger  interaction.org 

 

Going Hi Tech:  Few people feel a strong emotional 

connection to a page filled with numbers. It is one reason why 

important policy arenas like our nation’s federal budget get so 

little public attention and input. 

LPF is updating a computer activity that has received rave 

reviews for bringing alive the shocking imbalance in U.S. 

support for diplomacy and development aid as alternatives to 

military tools for engaging our world.  LPF members can get 

copies of our 2013 version including a newly updated 12-page 

leaders guide with handouts for a variety of settings.  

Among the advantages of LPF computer activities is that 

they are simple to use, visual, and flexible. Individuals or small 

groups can explore one on a computer, and it works well with a 

larger group using a projection screen up front.  All told, over a 

million people have used this and related activities in the past 

decade, which adds credibility & can help encourage their use. 

If you’d like a copy of this activity on a CD or electronically, 

please contact Glen Gersmehl -- our national coordinator -- at 

ggersmehl@hotmail.com or call 206.349.2501. 


